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Beyond the Chocolate

S ometimes beneficial traditions lose their impact if we don’t refresh their mean-
ing. Christians have long celebrated Easter, but what does Easter really mean
today... beyond the chocolate, of course? The answer is not all pie in the sky, by and by.
Easter can have immediate, life-changing impact. Are you imprisoned by the chains of an
addictive substance or behavior? Are you frustrated by your inability to eat right, exer-
cise, or control that troublesome tongue? Are you plagued by worries and fears that
darken your days and rule your nights? Easter offers the ultimate change agent!

You see, Easter focuses us on the ultimate power play, the Resurrection of Jesus
Christ from death. God’s very “life” was released into the lifeless human body of Jesus
Christ. Amazingly, this resurrection life and power is also released into the lives of
those who have received Jesus Christ as personal Savior! Consider Paul’s prayer:

| pray that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened, so that you will know ... the
surpassing greatness of His power toward us who believe. These are in accordance with
the working of the strength of His might which He brought about in Christ, when He
raised Him from the dead (Ephesians 1:18a, 19-20).

Wow. “Seeing” this truth requires supernatural illumination from God Himself. A
robotic exercise of “tradition” will not connect us to its application. What can Easter
mean for us today? For a starter, how does self-control with all of that Easter chocolate
sound? After that, nothing is too hard.

Tell us your story.
We want to be
“in your corner.”

877-230-7674 (toll free)
jfor@mystronghold.org

Coming Events

*Abiding Prayer Ministry
For Women - Fridays -
9:00-10:30a.m.
Location may vary.

Call or write Terri Fornear for
more info - 214-221-7007.

Abiding Prayer Group - For Women

~Terri Fornear

I still remember the night during Joe’s cancer
battle, when Jesus gave me the promise, “Abide in
Me, and my words abide IN you, ask whatever you
wish, and it will be done for you” (John 15:7). It was
a simple, almost unbelievable promise. Since then |
have desired to learn more about the abiding part of
the promise, and to learn to do it with others during
prayer. God has now gathered a group of women who
desire to do Abiding Prayer . . .

We are learning to gaze at Jesus, Who sits on the

throne of grace, interceding for us; our advocate, high priest, righteousness, healer and
Savior. Opening our hearts to receive from Him, as we learn to sit in silence and meditate
on Him. We then share with each other His Word given to each one, and watch Him take
our burdens as we lay them in His hands. We are experiencing His peace, healing and
unconditional, loving Presence. We are changed, as in 2 Corinthians 3:18, “But we all,
with unveiled face, beholding as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are being transformed
into the same image from glory to glory, just as from the Lord, the Spirit.”

We invite any thirsty woman:
Friday Mornings from 9-10:30am (No meeting on Good Friday)
Specific location (in Dallas) may vary, so call Terri Fornear at 214-221-7007.
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Testimony Time

We are featuring the stories of warriors and caretakers. This month we
share the amazing journey of Ray S.. Ray battled throat cancer and now
after 5 years of no evidence of cancer, his doctor declared him cured.

In November of 2004, eight months after marrying my wife,
Chrysty, my neck was swollen and would not go down. After antibi-
otics and some CT scans, | landed in the office of a head and neck
surgeon. He examined my neck and throat, looked at me and said,
“You have throat cancer.” My new bride looked like she had seen a
ghost. The surgeon continued, “You are in Stage IV of squamous
cell carcinoma and have a 50% chance of being alive in 5 years.”

Three days later, still numb from the news, Chrysty and I found
ourselves in church. The sermon was on Christ raising Lazarus from
the dead. Right in the middle of the sermon, the pastor was reading
John chapter 11, when he got to verse 4, the sanctuary got supernaturally quite. It was almost like time
stopped, and God spoke to who | thought was only me. Here is what verse 4 says, “‘But when Jesus heard
this, He said, ““This sickness is not to end in death, but for the glory of God, so that the Son of God may be
glorified by it.”” It was so otherworldly that I turned to look at my wife. She had just experienced the same
thing and we turned to each other at the exact same time. We started balling, and we both knew we had just
heard from God, and that | was going to make it.

That confidence kept us going all through the difficulty of the next year of my treatment and recovery.
There was a supernatural peace that took over mine and Chrysty’s spirit that was unexplainable. | needed it
because | went through the most physical suffering I have ever been through.

Everything that could go wrong went wrong with my side effects during treatment. | developed second-
degree burns on my back and neck from radiation. | developed a yeast infection in my esophagus, throat and
mouth that hospitalized me for two weeks. | developed an anaphylactic reaction to Ethyol, which was a drug
that was injected into my stomach everyday to protect my salivary glands from radiation. | eventually lost 60
pounds and was hospitalized a second time for about 8 weeks. | ended up on a feeding tube and addicted to
dilaudid, which was the narcotic | was given every 2 hours for pain.

Right in the middle of my treatment, my mother died of cancer. On the way home from my mother’s fu-
neral, we got a call from my stepson that he had found one of my bird dogs dead in her doghouse. Some-
where in Arkansas in the middle of the night Chrysty pulled the car over on the side of the interstate and got
outside and started crying and yelling, “Enough.” I joined her but I couldn’t yell because of the radiation, at
this point, | couldn’t even talk. The book of Job took on a very real meaning to me. Job 23:10 became a verse
I clung to. “But He knows the way | take; When He has tried me, | shall come forth as gold.”

I am now five years post treatment and my doctor has declared me cured. God truly has worked all
things together for good in my life. If you are struggling to see God in the midst of your battle, Stronghold
Ministry can help encourage you and help you encounter the love of God when it seems He is far away.

My Stronghold - The book
Visit our website for more on Joe Fornear’s book on his cancer battle, called, My Stronghold,
A Pastor’s Battle with Cancer and Doubts. http://www.mystronghold.org/My-Stronghold.htmi

If you’re a cancer patient, or caretaker, we’ll send the book at no cost. Simply write and tell
us your story. We want to share your burden.
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Stronghold Prayer Wall
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