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Why I Support (and work for)
Stronghold Ministry

About a year ago, at the ripe age
of 30, my friend was diagnosed with
Stage Il melanoma cancer. | was
angry. She has a two year old daugh-
ter. 1 was plagued with the idea that
this sweet little girl may not have a
mom when she enters the insecurity
of the preteen years, the uncertain-
ness of high school, or the butterflies
of her first love. With light skin and
red hair myself, | wondered if I could
stand up to the emotional and physi-
cal trauma my friend was going
through. Would | be able to see any
upside? | felt helpless. What do you
do? How do you cope? Why does
this happen? For months | wrestled
with these questions. | was unaware
why the Lord had put this weight so
heavily on my heart, but | was not
unaware for long.

During the same time, | was
looking for a job. | was sitting in the
Dallas Theological Seminary library
— where I’m working on a master’s
in Biblical Counseling — when |
found the job listing for an admin
position with Stronghold Ministry. |
googled Stronghold Ministry and
read Joe’s story. | had tears in my
eyes as | read how the Lord provided
a true miracle for the Fornear family.
For so long | had wondered and
searched and cried out to God, won-
dering if He could do anything good

through the “C”
word or if that |
was just the end
of a person’s jour-
ney - the end of
my friend’s jour-
ney. | emailed Joe
and told him |
wanted to be part
of what he was
doing.

What is it that we are doing?
Stronghold reminds people that God
IS still at work after the “C” word is
dropped. It’s not the end. God is
bringing people close to Him — no
matter the outcome. He does not
shield His eyes or abandon. He is
caring. He is hope. He reminds us of
our purpose here: to love Him and
His people. This is a purpose that no
amount of cancer can take away.

Most of my job for Stronghold
Ministry involves logging names and
stories into databases and keeping
track of what is sent out to patients
and donors. However, my real job—
why | do what | do and love doing
it—is to remind people that God is
abundantly present in the midst of
cancer. Stronghold Ministry is in the
business of reminding people that
God’s love is an unusually and inde-
scribably firm foundation — with or
without the “C” word.

SAVE THIS DATE:
10/7/2012

Stronghold Ministry’s Fundraising Banquet
Find out what God is doing through Stronghold!
Sunday, October 7th @ 6:30 p.m.

The Hope Center, Plano, TX
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Finding Purpose in the Uncharted -By Jessica A. »

The first half of 2011 was a season of change for me. My engagement ended, | left
my employer of 12 years for a non-profit organization and my son and | began attend-
ing a new church. | was a single mom of a pre-teen, trying to find purpose amidst all of
the change. | prayed, “I don’t recognize subtle signs very well. You’re going to have to
spell it out for me. Hit me in the face with it.” God answered.

In late May, | woke up with severe back pain. While unable to work, I decided to
get a physical. The doctor noted my white blood cell count was a little high and should
be rechecked. | began running a low-grade fever so | returned to have my blood re-
checked, and I was sent home with antibiotics.

Jessica with son, Ashton

The doctor called a few days later, “Your white cell count is higher and your

platelet count has dropped significantly. |1 need you to get in to see a hematologist - today!” The receptionist as-
sured me that seeing a hematology oncologist did not mean | had cancer. Yet | was later told in the exam room,
“You know you’re here because we think you have leukemia, right?”” No! | thought we were just running tests to
rule things out. | was diagnosed with a rare combination of acute leukemia with a 66% survival rate. | asked a
nurse, “This is how I’m going to die, isn’t it?” Her response was perfect, “Not today.”

| began a 4-day 1V intake of chemo. | was scared; convinced | was going to die. God began speaking to me
clearly during my 3-week hospital stay. | realized His purpose was for me to slow down and to seek a closer rela-
tionship with Him. | was never mad at Him, nor did | question why this happened to me. | knew why.

I was told my only chance for survival was a bone marrow transplant. So for several months, every 3 weeks |
was hospitalized for 1V chemo and spinal-puncture chemo. | developed deep relationships with my clergy, the
Director of Pastoral Care, the hospital Chaplain and God, Himself. 1 was convinced | was going to die, until one
day when | had an epiphany. The book of James says a man must ask in faith. 1 had known early on that God
could cure me, but did not believe myself to be worthy. That, | realized, was the difference between believing and
having faith. From that moment on | was at complete peace. That message hit home again in our cancer support
group when the speaker Joe Fornear said, “We are all equal sinners. The ground is level at the foot of the cross.”

I received my stem cell transplant in November 2011. My body was broken from the last chemo and radiation
treatments. | didn’t want to see anyone. But on Thanksgiving, as I lie in my hospital bed, Father Bill from my
church walked in. He realized | was feeling badly, so he said a prayer, blessed me and walked out. Tears streamed
down my face and | had to thank God for sending him. Even though | thought I didn’t want anyone there, God
knew better.

When | realized the extent of the army of prayer warriors that rallied to my defense in such a short period of
time, | informed my doctors, “My God does not see me as a statistic. All these prayers are going to mess up your
numbers.” After my first round of chemo | was cancer-free and have been ever since. | recently participated in a
discussion group which posed the question, “Does God heal today?” My contribution to the discussion: Without a

doubt! -Jessica A.
My Stronghold In His Grip
Visit our website for more on Joe Fornear’s story and book | | Terri and Joe Fornear’s devotional with
about his cancer battle, My Stronghold, encouraging lessons on their cancer battle, | ™™= <=
\_! A Pastor’s Battle with Cancer and Doubts. In His Grip,
J www.mystronghold.org/My- Meditations with the Great Physician. 5
Stronghold.html www.mystronghold.org/In_His Grip.html

GREAT PHYSICLAN

If you’re a cancer patient or caretaker,
we’ll send the book at no cost. Simply
write and tell us your story.

If you’re a cancer patient or caretaker,
we’ll send the book at no cost. Simply

write and tell us your story.
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Stronghold Prayer Wall

Please join us in prayer for these warriors

Stronghold is reaching out to these individuals who are fighting cancer, or are survivors, and a few have other
serious illness. We believe in the centrality of prayer for healing and strength. Will you take a moment to pray?
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We try to maintain a balance of privacy and personalization. If your name or a loved one’s name appears here and you

do not wish to be listed for any reason, please write and we will remove - jfor@mystronghold.org.



