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Romanian Surprise
by Joe Fornear

The Lord is full of surprises. Playing soccer was the last thing | thought
I would be doing on my recent mission trip to Romania. Yet the Lord had
some soccer-loving young friends for us to reach. So | gladly played several
times, even though they laughed at my “skills.”

From June 29 to July 7, | accompanied a
group from ServingHIM, a Dallas-based non-
profit to Braila, Romania. Their dentists and hy- i
gienists provide free dental care and share the love L
and Word of Jesus. | met and prayed for several
Romanians who are battling cancer and other dis-
eases. | was given opportunities at two churches to
share what the Lord has done for me by healing
me of Stage IV metastatic melanoma.

We also delivered six goats to grateful families, visited a foster home,
and had a July 4th party with adult Romanian orphans. We also talked to
patients in the dental waiting rooms about Jesus’ love and salvation (see
Joe’s Facebook page for more pICS) We had more free gifts to offer than
just dental work!

Our soccer
games with the youth
led to conversations P
about God and then ? ‘
Bible studies. The -
guys surprised us by ' '
coming to our Victory Service, our final event (pictured above). Several
of these youths have begun reading God’s Word on their own. Seven have
committed to go to a youth camp hosted by Holy Trinity Baptist Church,
the church that sponsors ServingHIM in Romania. Please pray for these
young men to make an impact in Romania for Christ.

Be ready for how the Lord may surprise you today!
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A Heart that Beats for Burundi  -By Brittany Hardy, Stronghold Ministry staff

Casey C. recognizes God’s stronghold on her life and she is teaching the women of Burundi
to rest in His grip. In 2007 she was diagnosed with atrial fibrillation, a common arrhythmia that is
not life-threatening. Her brain occasionally sent misfires to her heart that caused the atria to quiv-
er instead of beat, resulting in acute arrhythmia attacks.

The diagnosis was not the only way the Lord was working in Casey’s heart in 2007. Boldly
responding to the Lord’s call to missions, Casey set up a meeting with her boss to discuss an aca-
demic leave of absence to teach the Bible in Burundi, Africa. However, instead of going to work
that day, Casey went to the hospital and received the diagnosis of atrial fibrillation. Suddenly, the

trip had more obstacles than the meeting with her boss. Her doctors advised her to stay in coun-
tries with advanced medical care. Casey was crushed with the news that the trip would be postponed for at least a year.
She had been so certain of the Lord’s direction. She began asking questions: “Had | misheard?” and “What now?” Just
a day before her future seemed certain — now it seemed uncharted and terrifying.

A year went by and Casey adjusted well to her medication and was even able to lower her dosage. She praised the
Lord for His faithfulness and was antsy to fulfill His call in the previous year. In November of 2008 she landed in Bu-
jumbura, Burundi for a two-week stay that would change the course of her life. Recovering from a 12-year Civil War,
Burundi is a unique country with half of the population under the age of 15. With children everywhere, there is a des-
perate need for love. Casey worked with children at the only two schools for the deaf and blind in the entire county.

One day Casey came across a government sponsored polio clinic. She watched
= as hundreds of children lined up to receive a vaccine from a nurse. As she looked at
the line of tiny faces, she thought; “Boy, | should be a nurse, because you could offer
a lot as a nurse on the mission field.” The thought surprised her because she had no
| training in nursing. Casey admits to being grossed out by running the garbage dis-

" posal, had some hesitation about becoming a nurse, but felt the Lord leading her in

5| that direction.

In May 2011 Casey graduated from nursing school, passed the boards in July,
resigned from her job in December, and began full-time ministry in January 2012.
| Casey now works with womens’ groups in Burundi.

Casey wrote to Joe recently: “Here’s
where your story really helped me. | don’t have to work tirelessly to hold on to
His hand because He has a strong grip on me. | don’t have to hold on with white
knuckle strength. His grip is strong enough for the both of us.”

Casey is able to communicate this grace-filled message to the women she
encounters in Burundi. She teaches the stronghold metaphor in Joe’s book
through a handshake or a wristshake to illustrate that He holds on to us when we
are too weak to hang on to Him!

Please pray for Casey’s work in Burundi. Contact: casey@handsfeet.org.

My Stronghold In His Grip
Visit our website for more on Joe Fornear’s story and book | | Terri and Joe Fornear’s new devotional
about his cancer battle, My Stronghold, with short encouraging lessons on their
\ | A Pastor’s Battle with Cancer and Doubts. cancer battle, In His Grip, LI e
LY www.mystronghold.org/My- Meditations with the Great Physician.
Stronghold.html www.mystronghold.org/In_His_Grip.html

If you’re a cancer patient or caretaker,
we’ll send the book at no cost. Simply
write and tell us your story.

MEBITATIONS

If you’re a cancer patient or caretaker, LR
we’ll send the book at no cost. Simply
write and tell us your story.
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I Stronghold Prayer Wall

Please join us in prayer for these warriors

Stronghold is reaching out to these individuals who are fighting cancer, or are survivors, and a few have other
serious illness. We believe in the centrality of prayer for healing and strength. Will you take a moment to pray?

Mike D Karen Brian Andre Cindy Peggy James Janet Chris Jamie Robert Tom Meranda
Mr. W Jodie Sherri John David Pearl Bunny Gayle Grace Charlotte Darlene Brad Mike Ava
John Susan Darcelle Linda Dale Beverly Elizabeth Ester Debbie Deb Raymond Lori Ronald
Bill Hudson Jennifer Dorcas Phil Brenda Tommy Dina Margaret Ria Linda Brian Stanley
JonN David Agnes Ivan William Laura David Chris Rockie Lorinda Cheryl Tim Aaron
Gloria Darlene Fred Nancy Bill Deborah John Rick Maxine Carolyn Bill Mary Richard
Claudia Lynda Dave Jessica Meg David Peck Gino Kate Roderick Ravi Bud Fritz
Jeff Yvette Mary Emily Tim Larry Tim Dave Kathleen Sue Julie Rob Chris
Carolyn Sean Joanne Bob Michael Julie JoAnne Andrea Jeffrey Mary Karen Bill George
Laura Frank Marilynn Quentin Vicky Helga Glenzine Wendell llaria Jeff Sharon Dan Donna
Mary Sue Larry Johnny Donna Harold Lisa Wendy George Brian Dale Angelica Steve Keith
Ed Lori Pat Christian John Adrienne Lucretia Lynn Ken Billie Gina Maureen Jim
Milton Katrina Mary Kathy Joan Pat Sherri Michael Dave Jim Kelly Tom Marge
Sara Gregg Charles Toni George Fran Karen Sally Kelly Ray Chuck Ed Joe
Rex Ruth Bill Gloria Dewayne Bryan Clayton Tommy Justin Eva Stacy Susan Brenda
Monette Sam Karen Althea Richard Charlie Jim Robert Hollie Jessica Clyde Jan Richard
Joan Pete Betty Cathy Nicole Lanette Nancy Eddie David Joe Randi Michelle Jackie
Brian Gina Mr. H Grace Susan Bob Ben Karen Linda Michael Steve Gillian Frances
Joanne Duke Manuel Pam Dennis Kevin Robin Jobi Casey Robert Micki Cheryl Tracy
Kathy Don Bob Sandra Pamela Eric Suzanne Dennis Jeff Andrea James Marianne Linda
Sue Jack Nick Steve Terry Joe Bob Bryan John Kimberly Norene Janet Tammy Robert
Garrett John Bonnie Cathy Chuck Judy Mitch David Marty Mark Kelly Mr. L Joel
Kathy Richard Misti Donna Darcy Philip Ann Harold Carmela Sharon Betty Art Ampara
Peggy Lori Kristine Bonnie Barbara Harry Gwen Don Jan Max Denise Peggy Sandy
Mr. L Sheila Alfredo Debrah Jamie Ed Serenity Diane Sherri Jeannine Pat Bill Jillian
Becky Beverly Virginia Fred Jackie Mickey Henry William Sandie James Kevin Ed Brandi
Frank Darlene Linda JL Sylvia Cheryl David Charlotte Emily Macie Jim Jim Kimbery
Randy Cheryl Vicky Betty Brenda Margaret Tracy Angelica Nicole Phil Luke Dean Butch
Sue Karon Inez will Tina Lori Bruce Jenny Jeremy Molly Harry Nicholas Donald
Mr. S Jacob Kate Celine Leonard Bob John Benjamin Cristy Leonard Tom Jerry Kim
Mrs. L Rebecca Sara Donna Jodi Susan Marlene Sherri Michael Sharon Corina David Joe
Priscilla Susan Ethan Phil Johnny Gail Ben Charandeep Betty James Karen Betsy Janie
Stephanie Ms. M Myrna Fred Itai Susan Sherri Glenda Josiah Bo Linda Courtney Bill
Lynne Bill Don Anna Ken Lin Audrey Reb Rachel Rob Paula Lou Lynn
Bubba Sharon will Ava Chris Shalundria Linda Brian Glen Treva Marcia Brandi Glen
Althea Luke Ric Evelyn Tommy Becky Peggy Richard Keith Phil Jamie Jared Jackie
Robbin Nancy Randy Dave Danny Danny Jessica Melissa Gale David Bobby Sharon Suzanne
Correy Holly Carlos Bill Mimi Simone Isabella Eric Lynn Jeremy Blair Mark Alan
Angela Diane Mike Lawrence Joe Angela Elaine Jeff Virginia Ruth Ann Lucy Jeremy Stephanie
Maryann Allison Tina Kathy Jimmy Fern Joanie Bill Janet Karen Betty Diane Erin
Bill Randy Trista Sheryl Sue Heidi Charles Liz Jane Sandy Carol Phoebe Todd Marilyn
Tina Nelia Timi Gipsy Carol Randy Susan Woody Jose Phil Judy Eric Rob
Edward Rick Jordan Jo Michael Tom Mary Kim Allie Danny Norman Daniel Bill
Dianne Linda Scott Gino Debbie Kevin Dick Charles Elaine Sally David Loree Ed
Vicky Akadrianna Maria Becky Beth Seth Diana Betty Robin Carl Phyllis Mendie Dave
Stephanie Janet Jack Kellison Brenda Nina Lacey Patsy Pat Deborah Cynthia Don Jim
Judy Julie Naomi Linda Julie Rosa Adrian Nick Laura Denny Gay Dawn Gary Bill
Terri Delora Matthew Joyce Cheryl Kevin Daniel Brendon Larry Jacque Susan Tina Janelle
Megan Kathy Lori Molly Sara Mickey Angela Sonja Stephanie Eloisa Dean Paula Barbra
Ruth Sherry Kristen Dee Ann Terri Nikki Karen Cecilia Elaine Andrea Greg Cassie Diane
Hank Matt John John Lilly Carletta Robert Renita Yolanda Mark Ruth Delese Jan
Tony Mike Leonard Maura George Molly Paula Michelle Sarah Tricia Brock Pat Sherry
Melody Mildred Penny Leon Martha Leslie Cole Linda Mary Dell Charlotte Jill Jan Ronald
Susan Anne Betty Ann Susan Michel Claudese Pam Nancy Kim Michael Carol Tam Nhi
Joseph Fred Lisa Cynthia Rita Sheila Mary Ruth Bobbie Susan Gigi Ann Nicoleta
Michael Kaye Mechas Dallas Peter John Marci Briana Lucy Lisa Faye Lesia Brandi
Robert Lois Phyllis Wayne Kay Stephen Christi Christiana Cheree Priscilla Ida Katherine Robert
Mike Gracie Mike Kathy Junie Cindy Darlene L. Corinne Jay Alice Marilyn Ronald Ernesto
Debra Tom Hal Taylor Bob Martha Jim Pege Larry George Lorraine Selvaraj Angi
Michael S. Johnnie Frank Keith Carolyn Robert Mark Samantha Rosella Dawn Quentin Gina Pat
Debbie Linda Evelyn Jon Helga Florence Sarah David Bob Sarah Judy Mary Tim
Barb Maurice Mary Clark Jim Diana Steve Mrs. R Ruth Joy Juan Cheryl Kim
Kent Gary Tina Don Mark Sam Ron Jennifer Anne Ray Ernest Annette Madelynn
Ted Pat Rachel Joe Lana Jeff Lenna David Joe Mildred Dawn John Gwen
Andy Dylan Steve Sheryl Sheryl Mike Amy Agit Maurice Stephanie Luke Michael Lura
Steve Carolyn Kim Kenedy Barbara will Sandra Gene Carmen Kelby Steve Mike
Lois Rusty Carol Amy Mark Susan Patricia Jim Trisha Mary C. Phil Janie
Cindy Rob Gail Joe Charles Saundra Brandon Twila Cheryl Bill

We try to maintain a balance of privacy and personalization. If your name or a loved one’s name appears here and you
do not wish to be listed for any reason, please write and we will remove - jfor@mystronghold.org.



