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Why I Support Stronghold  
-by Scott Lane 

In January of 2011, I accepted Joe and 
the Stronghold Ministry’s Board of Di-
rectors’ invitation to join the Board. Lit-
tle did I know that my immediate family 
would so quickly benefit from the sup-
port of Stronghold Ministry. 

Recently, my sister, Jill, was diagnosed 
with breast cancer. With a growing fami-
ly of 4 children and a busy life her world 
came to a screeching halt as she began to 
face the realities of her “new normal.” 

Doctor visits, chemo treatments and the 
long faces of well-meaning friends are a 
constant reminder of the danger looming 
inside her body. 

Her faith in God has been wonderfully 
strengthened by the gift package sent by 
Stronghold Ministry. Jill remarked in her 
Caring Bridge journal, “David (her hus-
band) reads to me every night from       
In His Grip, a devotional written specifi-
cally for those in this battle. It’s a great 
encouragement.” This book is Joe and 
Terri Fornear’s book on their journey. 

Joe has a sensing nature. More to the 
point, God also gave him the natural abil-
ity to transfer himself into what other 
people are experiencing… you may call 
it compassion or empathy. It’s a gift born 
of Joe’s real life experience with cancer 
and facing death that makes Stronghold 
Ministry so effective.   

Shared experiences cause people to go 
beyond friendship to a new soulish level. 
I’ve seen how going to that level can 
open the otherwise closed heart to a rela-
tionship in Christ. 

Terri Fornear has had a profound impact 
on the spiritual growth of my wife and 
daughter. Through times of struggle, Ter-
ri’s ability to see into “the issue” quickly 
(and her stubborn persistence in God’s 
Word) has opened much truth, freedom, 
and thus, healing into our family’s life.   

Almost every family you and I know has 
been stricken with cancer. I don’t know 
of any other ministry that does what Joe 
and Terri do. They have become a fully 
functioning part of the body described in 
Matthew 25:36 and I’m thankful to sup-
port such a crucial purpose.       
      -Scott Lane 

Fornear’s on The 700 Club  

The 700 Club aired a six mi-
nute interview with Joe and 
Terri Fornear about Joe’s 
miracle healing of advanced 
melanoma.  
Search for “Joe Fornear” on 
www.youtube.com. 

Scott and Candy Lane 

Stronghold Ministry’s Healing Prayer Service 
3rd Tuesdays of every month —7:00-8:00 p.m. Dallas Bible Church  

15765 Hillcrest Road Dallas, TX 75248 
This month, we meet on May 15th. Call 214-221-7007. 
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Tes mony Time 
This month we share the amazing stories of twin sisters, Martha and Mary A. 
They have simultaneously endured their own individual battles with cancer! 

 

Martha writes: Back in 2003, I first discovered melanoma on my lower leg. I 
had surgery and no other treatments. In 2010, I discovered a lump on my leg 
and was told by my doctor that it was nothing and just to watch it. I went to see 
my Dermatologist and he had me see a surgeon. I had surgery and was diag-
nosed with melanoma in a lymph node. So I had a third surgery.  
 

I thought all was good and I was on the road to recovery, but God had a differ-
ent plan. Last March, my twin sister, Mary, had a mammogram. She sent to have a 
MRI to check what was there—glad to have a proactive doctor. The MRI revealed cancer on the other side, not the side 
in question. Surgery was scheduled a week later. Then Mary’s MRI radiologist recommended an oncologist to me, so I 
saw her a few weeks later, and I was scheduled for a PET scan. My PET scan showed more cancer in me. 
 

Mary was going to do a radiation treatment that's called brachytherapy, but a blood clot prevented this treatment. She 
was scheduled for regular radiation. About that time, they did a test on her tumor to determine if chemo was necessary. 
If the count came back 18 or lower she would only do radiation. Her number was 36, which meant if she was not treat-
ed with chemo, there would be a better chance the cancer could come back. We feel that God had his hand in all of this.  
 

For me, I had a choice of treatments… one called, Yervoy, which cost $120,000. Another would put me in the hospital 
for 2 weeks with major side effects. The expensive drug hadn't been approved yet by insurance companies. It would 
take a few months for them to decide. Well, God knew what was better, and seemed to want me to do this drug instead.  
 

About 5 days before I had to go into the hospital for the more difficult treatment, I got word that the $120,000 drug was 
ok'd by my insurance. It had side affects, but not like the other treatment. This was a form of chemo that is designed not 
to kill good cells, but wipe out the bad. I started treatment the same week as my sister started her chemo. Are we alike 
or what?! I had four treatments over a period of 2 months, and had basically no side effects … thank you, Lord! 
 

My sister's chemo caused the normal hair loss but she also had very little side effects. We really feel God was watching 
over us. We had heard awful stories of chemo and for my sister that wasn't the case. She worked all the time and took 
off only for the treatment appointments. Now we are both done with treatments. I had my last PET scan in March and 
no tumor showing. My sister had an MRI a few weeks ago and everything looks great. God provided wonderful friends 
to help us during the times we had to get to various appointments.  
 

We still don't exactly know why we went through this last year… but we know God had a plan that we were to go 
through this together. Maybe a hard lesson in faith. 
 
Stronghold Ministry has been a great support to us. Since Joe had gone through the same type cancer, it was good to 
know someone who would understand exactly how I felt along with my sister. There were times when either my sister 
or I would need someone to talk with and Joe was there for that too. Lots of emailing of questions and just someone 
that could understand everything that we were both dealing with. The care packages were also so nice to receive. There 
was so many different things in there to make it easier to get through the day. Just having Joe on the other end really 
helped a lot. The prayers were also greatly appreciated!                       -Martha Adair 

My Stronghold 
Visit our website for more on Joe Fornear’s story and book 

about his cancer battle, My Stronghold,  
A Pastor’s Battle with Cancer and Doubts.  

www.mystronghold.org/My-
Stronghold.html 

If you’re a cancer patient or caretaker, 
we’ll send the book at no cost. Simply 

write and tell us your story.  

In His Grip  
Terri and Joe Fornear’s new devotional 
with short encouraging lessons on their 

cancer battle, In His Grip,  
Meditations with the Great Physician.  

www.mystronghold.org/In_His_Grip.html  

If you’re a cancer patient or caretaker, 
we’ll send the book at no cost. Simply 

write and tell us your story.  

Mary (l) & Martha (r) 



                                      Please join us in prayer for these warriors 

   Stronghold is reaching out to these individuals who are fighting cancer, or are survivors, and a few have other 
serious illness. We believe in the centrality of prayer for healing and strength. Will you take a moment to pray?  

Stronghold Prayer Wall 
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We try to maintain a balance of privacy and personalization. If your name or a loved one’s name appears here and you 
do not wish to be listed for any reason, please write and we will remove - jfor@mystronghold.org. 


