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Testimony Time  

-Joe and Terri Fornear 

 Stronghold Ministry thrives on spreading the comfort we received dur-
ing our cancer battle. The beauty of God's comfort is that it is transferable!  

2 Corinthians 1:3-4—Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, the Father of mercies and God of all comfort, who comforts us 
in all our affliction so that we will be able to comfort those who are in 
any affliction with the comfort with which we ourselves are comforted 
by God. 

If you’re fighting cancer or you’re a caretaker and you’ve been touched by 
Stronghold we’d love to know how, so we can spread comfort to new con-
tacts and supporters. We’re putting together a video montage of comments 
and pictures from the people we’ve served. We are asking you to send asap 
or on or before October 3rd. Here is how to help us spread His comfort:  
 
Send us one or two sentences describing the impact Stronghold has had in 
your life—simply share how Stronghold has lifted you. If you have already 
sent us comments, you could grant us permission to use portions of anything 
you've already sent. Thanks for your help! 

Send us your picture too ! Email: jfor@mystrongold.org. 

Remember—send asap or on or before October 3rd. 

Stronghold Ministry’s Healing Prayer Service 
3rd Tuesdays of every month — 7:00-8:00 p.m.   

Dallas Bible Church - 15765 Hillcrest Road Dallas, TX 75248 
In October we meet on Tuesday the 16th.  

Call 214-221-7007. 

You’re invited ‐ 10.7.2012 
 Stronghold Ministry’s Fundraising Banquet 

What in the world is God doing through Stronghold? 
 

If you live in the Dallas area, we would love for you to join us!  
Call or email us to receive an e-vite or for more info.  

We could use your help! 
Sunday, October 7th @ 6:30 p.m. (reception at 6:00 p.m.) 

The Hope Center, Plano, TX 

The effective prayer 
of a righteous man 

accomplishes much. 

-James 5:16 
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Long Story Short 

It was Christmas, 1994, and I had so much to do. The family was coming to 
visit and a few presents were still waiting for “Santa” to wrap. The kitchen 
floor needed cleaning, but my left hand was refusing to cooperate. It crossed 
my mind that the weakness in my hand might be due to carpel tunnel syn-
drome, but I decided to deal with it after the holidays. 

The dawn of the New Year marked the start of a journey that consisted of 
many doctors and few answers. I did not have carpal tunnel syndrome, but 
not one of the doctors could pinpoint the cause of the weakness on my left 
side. After several months, I found myself a patient at a top medical school. 
The doctors ran several tests, including a muscle biopsy, and I waited anx-
iously for the results. 

The doctors’ diagnosed me with Lou Gehrig’s disease. In that moment, I saw 
my life flash before my eyes. My husband threw his arms around me, holding me tight. After a few com-
ments, we left, but I knew those doctors would never see me again. In an instant, I had decided my family 
was not going to endure seeing me die, cell by cell. I was going to take my own life. Fortunately, that diag-
nosis was wrong, but a subsequent visit to Baylor Neurology, revealed I had an autoimmune disease called 
“inclusion body myositis.”  Although I was becoming progressively weaker, I knew God was not finished 
with me yet, so I was happy. 

In 2005, I was diagnosed with ovarian cancer. Despite the surgery, multiple rounds of chemotherapy, and 
radiation, I felt blessed that the cancer was found. Through every needle stick, every round of chemo that left 
my body ravaged, and every day of depression that followed, my Heavenly Father was with me. Once again, 
Jesus walked with me and I knew He had other plans for this “tough old bird.” 

Clearly, I discovered the Lord’s plan for me is to bring cheer, love, and faith as I write to suffering people 
worldwide, by means of my laptop computer. Additionally, God’s plan includes the blessings of an amazing 
husband, family, and friends who have supported me throughout the challenges of a disease many have never 
heard of, on top of an overwhelming struggle with ovarian cancer. Besides that, my three Bichon fur babies 
were a continual source of comfort to me during my illnesses - another blessing from God.  

While the cancer markers have been low for two years, they have recently begun rising. I continue to face 
the progressing weakness of inclusion body myositis and the possibility of recurring cancer. Yet, I know that 
my work is not finished, and my Heavenly Father will continue to guide me while I remain on this earth, for 
however long that may be. 

Philippians 4:11-13 - “Not that I am speaking of being in need, for I have learned in whatever situation I am 
to be content. I know how to be brought low, and I know how to abound. In any and every circumstance, I 
have learned the secret of facing plenty and hunger, abundance and need. I can do all things through Him 
who strengthens me.”                     There is hope...There is hope. 

My Stronghold 
Visit our website for more on Joe Fornear’s story and book 

about his cancer battle, My Stronghold,  
A Pastor’s Battle with Cancer and Doubts.  

www.mystronghold.org/My-
Stronghold.html 

If you’re a cancer patient or caretaker, 
we’ll send the book at no cost. Simply 

write and tell us your story.  

In His Grip  
Terri and Joe Fornear’s new devotional 
with short encouraging lessons on their 

cancer battle, In His Grip,  
Meditations with the Great Physician.  

www.mystronghold.org/In_His_Grip.html  

If you’re a cancer patient or caretaker, 
we’ll send the book at no cost. Simply 

write and tell us your story.  

Ann M. 



                                      Please join us in prayer for these warriors 
   Stronghold is reaching out to these individuals who are fighting cancer, or are survivors, and a few have other 
serious illness. We believe in the centrality of prayer for healing and strength. Will you take a moment to pray?  
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We try to maintain a balance of privacy and personalization. If your name or a loved one’s name appears here and you 
do not wish to be listed for any reason, please write and we will remove - jfor@mystronghold.org. 


